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We give much care and love to our pets everyday, but We give much care and love to our pets everyday, but We give much care and love to our pets everyday, but We give much care and love to our pets everyday, but 
most of us do not consider how they may be affected most of us do not consider how they may be affected most of us do not consider how they may be affected most of us do not consider how they may be affected 
when something happens to us.  Just like children or when something happens to us.  Just like children or when something happens to us.  Just like children or when something happens to us.  Just like children or 
other dependant family members, it is important toother dependant family members, it is important toother dependant family members, it is important toother dependant family members, it is important to    
plan and protect your beloved pets should you become plan and protect your beloved pets should you become plan and protect your beloved pets should you become plan and protect your beloved pets should you become 
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You can provide for your pets by including special provisions in your 
Durable Power of Attorney, Last Will and Testament and/or Revocable 
Living Trust.   
 
A Durable Power oDurable Power oDurable Power oDurable Power of Attorneyf Attorneyf Attorneyf Attorney can give your appointed agent the power to pay for the care of 
your pets.  This can include veterinary care, grooming, dietary needs, regular exercise, and a 
kennel if necessary.  Specifying instructions for your pets lets your agent know that he/she is the 
person responsible for overseeing your pet’s care, and alleviates any concerns they may have 
about whether you would consent to such expenditures. 
 
A Last Will and TestamentLast Will and TestamentLast Will and TestamentLast Will and Testament can name the person or organization to take your pets after you 
die.  You can also leave that person or organization funds to support your pets during their 
natural lifetime. 

*There is NO guarantee that funds will actually be used for your pets, since current  
   legislation does not support enforcement of such clauses.  However, most reputable  
   animal care organizations will follow your wishes.   

 
A Revocable Living TrustRevocable Living TrustRevocable Living TrustRevocable Living Trust allows the mostmostmostmost flexibility in planning for your pets.  A trust can 
accommodate for illness, incapacity, death and other unique circumstances.   In fact, you can 
tailor your provisions to meet your pet’s specific needs.   
 
 
 
 
 
Revocable Living Trust provisions that you should consider include:Revocable Living Trust provisions that you should consider include:Revocable Living Trust provisions that you should consider include:Revocable Living Trust provisions that you should consider include:    
 

  Intentions – Express your intentions that your pets remain in your home with you and   
      that you maintain contact with them for as long as possible. 
 



 

 

 
 
 

  Home Care – should you become ill and require home care, you would like the following: 
 -your pets to reside in your home with you 

-home care providers are to be comfortable around pets, and regard them with kindness   
 and respect 
 

  Assisted Living / Nursing Home Facility care - Should medical necessities require you to     
      leave your home, you would like the following: 

-your trustee should select a new residence which permits the pets to stay with you, if 
that is not possible, a residence should allow for pet visits.  Trustee should then arrange 
for regular twice weekly visitation with your pets 
 

  Care during any illness, including hospitalization, nursing facility care or home care: 
-trustee will arrange for the following: 
 veterinary care 
 grooming 
 dietary needs 
 regular exercise and companionship 
    *payment of the above time and services to include:  
            pet care professionals, family members or friends 
-specify the continuation of your pet’s care by his/her regular Veterinarian 
 

  Specify Pets – Clarify which animals you consider to be pets especially if these include  
      unusual pets or what are typically considered barnyard animals. 
 

  Care after your death – 
 -name the person or organization to take your pet, this can include several alternates 

-allocate funds to the person or organization who takes your pet for the support of your  
 pet during their natural lifetime. 

*There is NO guarantee that funds will actually be used for your pets, since  
   current legislation does not support enforcement of such clauses.  However,  
   most reputable animal care organizations will follow your wishes.   

 
 
 

 
 


